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33RD ANNUAL GRIEFITH PARK SIDECAR RALLY

Flying chairs

Sidehack fans celebrate the third wheel

ing sidecar that's heading
for the biggest, toughest
off-road race in the
world-—the infamous
African desert crossing,
Paris-Dakar. His will be
the first Harley-Davidson
to enter the grueling event
§ and obviously the first V-
B Fod. More on that later.

While some think side-
cars oceupy that twilight
#onge between motoreycles
and cars, “sidehack” fans
consider them the only way
to go for a number of rea-
sons, including family out-
iNgs, Cargo carrying capa-
Bl bilities, stability, nostalgia,
and of course the grin fac-
tor. Sidecars had their hey-
— | day during the first 20 or
s0 years of the 20th centu-
ry with a wild assoriment
of cars manulaciured both
in England and the LLS. It
was the advent of inexpen-
sive four-wheecled trans-

by Paul Garsan

LOS AMGELES, CALIF., OOCT.
24— Last year even Huell Howser,
the host of KCET TV's popular
“Califormia’s Gold” showed up for
the annual Griffith Park Sidecar
Rally and filmed a segment that

aired on his series, This yEir, anoth-
er television film crew was there
for the 33rd annual event. They
were scen putting around the park
on a variety of “flying chairs,”
including Sconw Whitley’s radical
Harley-Davidson V-Rod-based rac-

3
&

R

&
Q
s

S
A

E _Dacambar 2004

portation, thanks to Henry
Ford, that pushed sidecars
into the background. Then in the
19605 they enjoyed a resur-
gence of interest, but then
that waned as well. Now as
we motor into the 21st centu- §
ry, they seem to be winning
ground agam thanks to a
thriving sidecar industry in
the LLS. and Europe. It is
estimated that H- [} manufac-
tures and sells an estimated
20-25 percent of new side-
cars in Morth America an=
nually. They sell complete
motoreyele/sidecar combina-
tions as well as solo sidecars,
but officially don't endorse
installation of any kind of
sidecar on any models other
than their Road King and
Electra Glide touring bikes,
Of course that doesn't pre-
vent peaple from happily
attaching them and non-Harley side-
cars o all kinds of Harleys, including
Sportsters. Dynas and Softails.

This year’s three-wheeled fun
fest saw sidecars originating from
Gr.::l’lllﬂn}‘., |la.|.'r', Hrih&in, the U.S.,
Russia, Holland, Belgium and even
the Philippines. And making it all
happen was Mr. Sidecar himself—
Motorcycle Hall of Famer Doug
Bingham, racer/designer/innovator
of sidecars for cons. Back in 1969
Doug founded 2 company called
Side Strider and began designing
and building street sidecars. Besides
production rigs from Harley-
Davidsen, Doug'’s “Bingham ME-1"
when introduced was the first side-
hack made availahle to the public
fior literally decades. Doug raced in
both track and off-road events

Mr. Sidecar himsed, g BI

including Ascot and Laguna Seca.
He is the exclusive LS. distributor |
for the British-based Watsonian-
Squire, the world's oldest and besi- |
known sidecar manufacturer. Doug J
15 also the director of the Sidecar
Industry Council which addresses I
standardized engineenng, and pro-
motes a focused strategy for market- |
ing, a greater cooperation with gev- ['
ernment agencies and the dissemina-
tion of information. In other words,
if Doug puts on a sidecar rally, they
will come. And they came in droves. |
The Southern California sun- [
shine rained down in abundance this |,
year. The event was staged in the |
Crystal Springs section of Griffith t
Park. Upon first entering the area f
we came upon a small herd of non-
sidecar motoreyeles as several clubs
and organizations had marked the
date on their ride schedules. Sirol- ]
ling along the curving pavement
thot encompassed a wide expanse
of green grass, we were treated to
a smorgashord of sidecars of all [
makez, models and vintages and !
with their owners ready to regale
you with their history. Mamy of the
sidecar rigs were the Milwaukee |

variely, cars fitted to Sportsters and
Big Twins alike, and this year even
a Buell.

The Sidecar Rally is truly a
family affair, no better represented
than by Tony from Riverside, Cali-
formia, and his three sons Dominigue
(13}, Damian {16) and Demetri (9),
all of whom travel aboard a 1979 |
H-D. Sidecars are popular with the
ladies as well; case in point, Valli r
Vasqucz from San Pedro, California,
who rides a 2003 Dyna Low Rider
Anniversary Edition with a Watson- |
1an sidecar. Doug Bingham added
the leading link front end and side-
car. Asked why she chose a sidecar,
she replied, “1 didn’t want 1o have
to deal with the balancing of a big

Continued on naxt page |
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hike, and also | have a 7-vear-ald
son who likes to ride with me. The
besi part is taking him with me,
plus all my family has Harleys and
we all go niding together” Lucky
haoy, he has a cool mam, and & cool
sidecar,

A really eve-catching Harley rig
was B. Krieger's XR750 road racer-
inspired rig with matching black
and orange Bingham MK 11 sidecar.
The high-performance combe iz
fresh off the workbench and still
in the dialing-in phase. Word is the

bike may be for sale or, as its owner/

builder said, “We can build more.”
(Info at 805.643.3839.) Mr. Knieger
alzo docs Indian resiorations for The
Shop in Ventura, so he knows his
vintage metal. Meanwhile Dana and
Jeanette Smith of Shadow Hills,
California, rolled up on their spiffy
red "T5 Sportster”” 75 California
sidecar combao,

As mentioned we spent lime
with Scott Whitley and his V-Rod
Paris-Dakar sidecar racer. [t's pow-
ered by a steck V-Fod motor that is
housed in a custom frame designed
by the Dutch EML
sidecar company. ‘.
Scott says, “1 kept ’
the engine siock
because | have
complete conli-
dence that the
V-Rod will
prove what it
can do. For relia-
bility and rugged-
ness this motor is
really overbuilt, hefty %
and tough. What beter
place o demonsirate it than at the
10,000 km Paris-Dakar?™ Asked
what his relationship was with the
Harley-Davidson Company, he
replies, “They helped me with the
motor and said pood luck™ Mean-
while Bartels’, the famous H-D
dealership in Marina del Rey, Cali-
formia, is Scott’s primary sponsor,
Scotl has the credentials for the
Paris-Dakar race. He's raced ofi-
road motocross sidecars for 30
vears and has campaigned every-
where from Pikes Peak to the
European circuit and has won
about everything he could. “For
mie,” he says, “the Paris-Dakar is

the biggest challenge | can imagine
on a motoreyele, particularly on a
sidecar. | want to go because it is
w0 difficult.”

By the way, when asked what
he did in real life, Scott pauses a
moment, then says, “I'm an engi-
neer. | design stuff for spy satel-
lites.” And no, he's not carrying any

surveillance equipment. In fact, he
can carry a GPS in the race, but it's

the oiTicial Dakar organization sys-
tem and 0 is severely limited, as
they don’t wani competitors using
advanced navigation twols through
the 5,000-6,000 miles of African
desert. Aszked if he likes heat, Scott
says, “Ah, I'm going to get to like
it Scoit is aiming for the race
beginning January 1, 2006. He
adds, “We've spent about a million
hours building the bike and testing
it in the desert and sand dunes,
really toriuring it. Ii's a constant
evolution.”

He also mentions that spoasors
are always welcome. “We have a lot
of panel space still available and the
TV camera loves to look at interest-
ing things like this machine.
And with the Harley-
Davidson V-Rod motor
we're bound to get way
more than our share of
TV coverage. { More
infir it www. hog
wildracing and
www.dakar.com.)

In addition o
the wide assort-
ment of Harley
*'chairs,” there

were all brands represented includ-
ing sidecar-running BMWs, Gold
Wings, Moto Guzzis, Kawasakis,
Yamahas, Triumphs, AJS, even a
vinlage Yespa scooter as well as a
sidecar shipped all the way from the
Philippines. Making an appearance
was Phoenix resident and ace side-
car degigner Tom Ridyard, well
known for his radical “Flying Red
Chair" Kawasak: street-legal “kneel-
er” sidecars. He came in costume as

the Crash Test Dummy-—his way
of celebrating Halloween and rais-
ing public consciousness about
maotorcycle safety. Karen Briefer
broughi her “Barkersfield” Fire
Department sidecar cusiom-made
by Doug Bingham, Yes, shes from
Bakersfield, but she often carries
three dogs in her firetruck-red side-
car and thus the name written on
its side. Speaking of dogs, sidecars
are ohhviously their best friends. Many
dogs arrived with their owners and
often stayed in the cars as securi-
ty guards.

Man, woman, child, dog, crash

g dummy, everybody loves sidecanng.

So whether you nde solo or sidehack
Oor Tiﬂ:kﬁhﬂ“’, mier |I'N.: il.l'll'lllijl (:l'in’l'l'l
Park Sidecar Rally on vour calendar.
For more information on the Cetober
event and all things sidecar log onto
www sidestridercom or call Doug
Bingham at 8187805542, #

The desert W-Rod; Dakar or bust

THUWDER PRESS . T




